
THE WAR CRY2026JUL |on EARTH as it is in HEAVEN

General William Booth —

Catherine Booth

Founder of The Salvation Army

Co-founder of 
The Salvation Army

The greatness of

is the measure of his
the man’s power

Surrender.



| JUL2026THE WAR CRY on EARTH as it is in HEAVEN

Founders’ Day 
Reflection – 

Running with 
Our Heritage

ReflectionAs we celebrate Founders’ Day, 
we give thanks for the lives and 
legacy of William and Catherine 
Booth. Their influence extends 
far beyond history; it is a spiritual 
heritage entrusted to every 
Salvationist today.
A legacy is more than something we 
inherit. It is something we embrace, 
live out, and pass on to the next 
generation. The Booths left us a rich 
legacy: A passionate and practical 
Christian faith, a deep commitment 
to holy living, unwavering 
confidence in the Bible as God’s 
truth, a high view of God, the 
power of prayer, and wholehearted 
obedience to Jesus Christ.
Blood and Fire: 
Our Spiritual Heritage 
The Salvation Army’s historic cry, 
“Blood and Fire,” captures the heart 
of our identity. The blood points to 
Christ’s sacrifice for the salvation of 
the world, while the fire represents 
the purifying and empowering 
work of the Holy Spirit. Together, 
they remind us that Salvation Army 
ministry is both deeply spiritual and 
actively missional.
This heritage is also reflected in our 
covenant relationship with God. The 
Soldier’s Covenant calls us to a life 
of faithfulness, holiness, and service. 

Our sacramental understanding of 
life reminds us that every aspect of 
daily living can be offered to God as 
an act of worship. This is part of our 
Salvationist DNA.
More Than a ‘Do-Good’ 
Organisation 
In a world that often views The 
Salvation Army primarily for its 
social services, we must remember 
who we are. We are not merely 
a charitable organisation; we are 
God’s people, called to proclaim 
Christ and demonstrate His love.
A high view of God is nurtured 
through Scripture, prayer, and 
spiritual discipline. As we live in 
obedience to the Holy Spirit, we 
discover the authority and power of 
Jesus at work in and through us. As 
Scripture reminds us: “With God, 
nothing will be impossible.”

Holiness in Action 
William Booth wrote: “The very 
essence of that character is 
expressed in one word, holiness.. no 
other qualities or abilities can take its 
place.” For the Booths, holiness was 
never separated from compassion. A 
heart fully devoted to God naturally 
reaches out to those in need.
This balance is beautifully 
reflected in Isaiah 58, the Great 
Commandment (Matthew 22:37-
39), and the Great Commission 
(Matthew 28:18-20). Jesus 
demonstrated a faith that was both 
spiritually nourished and practically 
expressed through love, justice, and 
service.
As Salvationists, may we continue 
to run with our spiritual heritage—
deepening our walk with God, living 
out our covenant faithfully, and 
serving others in the name of Christ. 
May our lives echo the prayer:
“To serve the present age, my 
calling to fulfil; O may it all my 
powers engage, to do my Master’s 
will.” Hallelujah!

MAJOR RUTH PASCOE
Retired Officer, Changi Corps
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Saying ‘Yes’ to God’s 

calling: Be Obedient, have Faith, 
and Trust in God’s provision

Throughout Scripture, we see 
that God is a God who calls. From 
Abraham leaving his homeland, to 
Moses standing before Pharaoh, to 
Mary’s humble response: 

God consistently calls ordinary 
people to take part in His 
extraordinary purposes. The call 
to officership or to service stands 
within this same sacred tradition—a 
call not to comfort, but to 
obedience; not to certainty, but to 
faith.
For many of us, the thought 
of officership stirs a mixture of 
excitement and fear. Questions rise 
quickly: Am I good enough? Am I 
capable? What about my family, my 
finances, my future? These questions 
are natural and honest. Yet Scripture 
reminds us that God does not call 
the equipped; He equips the called. 
When God calls, He also provides.

Obedience Begins with “Yes” 
Answering God’s call begins with a 
simple yet powerful response: Yes. 
Saying yes does not mean having 
everything figured out. It does not 
mean the absence of fear or that we 
feel fully prepared. It simply means 
we are willing to be obedient. When 
Isaiah encountered God’s holiness 
and heard the question: “Whom 
shall I send?”, he did not respond 
with a list of qualifications. He 
responded from his heart: “Here am 
I. Send me!” (Isaiah 6:8).
The call to officership is, at its core, 
a call to servanthood. It is a call to 
love God deeply and His people 
sacrificially—just as Jesus asked 

Article

Let it be to 
me according 
to your word.
Luke 1:38, NKJV
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Peter: “Do you love Me?” and then 
said: “Feed My sheep” (John 21:15-
19). Officers are not called because 
they are perfect, but because they 
are obedient. God delights in 
shaping lives surrendered to Him—
lives that choose to trust His leading 
rather than their own ways.
God Calls, God Provides 
Those who have walked the path of 
officership often say that the journey 
is never without challenge, yet it is 
always marked by God’s faithfulness. 
There are moments of uncertainty, 
seasons of transition that demand 
sacrifice, and steps of faith that 
feel risky. Yet time and again, God 
proves Himself to be Jehovah 
Jireh—the God who provides. 
Whether it is wisdom for leadership, 
strength for ministry, provision for 
family needs, or grace for difficult 
seasons, God supplies exactly what 
we need at the right time.
It is important to remember that 
God’s call is personal and sacred. 
Not everyone is called to officership, 
but everyone is called to obedience. 
For those who sense a stirring—
perhaps a quiet nudge, a growing 
burden for souls, or an unshakeable 
desire to serve God full-time—it 
is worth prayerfully exploring that 
call. Talk with God. Speak with your 
Officers. Seek wise counsel. Allow 
the Holy Spirit to confirm and clarify 
what He is already planting in your 
heart.
Obedience & Surrender 
Perhaps God is calling you today—
not to have all the answers, but 
simply to take the next step of faith. 
Officership is not about status or 
title; it is about a life fully obedient 
to God for His purposes. It is about 
being able to say: “Lord, my life is 
Yours. Use me.” As our Founder 
once declared: “God shall have all 
there is of William Booth”.

Yes, Lord. 
Here I am. 
Send me.

As a Corps, let us be a people who 
encourage obedience, affirm calling, 
and walk alongside those who step 
forward in faith. Let us remind one 
another that God is faithful—and 
that when we say yes to His call, He 
will provide all that is needed.
May we have the courage to 
listen, the faith to respond in 
obedience, and the trust to 
believe that God’s plans are 
always greater than our fears. 
When God calls, may our answer 
be clear and confident:

MAJOR TAN GUAT HAI
Territorial Candidates Secretary
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A Journey of 
Grace and 

Service

From Brokenness to Calling:

I was born and raised in a 
Salvation Army family. My parents, 
first-generation Christians raised in 
Salvation Army Children’s Homes, 
later responded to God’s call to 
officership.
Their faithful ministry shaped my 
understanding of service from a 
young age.
Although I dreamed of becoming 
a doctor or nurse, my life changed 
when my father was Promoted to 
Glory at 39, leaving my mother 
to raise three children alone. At 
19, I moved from Myanmar to 
Singapore to work as a domestic 
helper to support my family. In 
that lonely season, I struggled with 
disappointment towards God and 
questioned why my life had taken 
such a different path from what I 
had hoped for.
Yet God was gently leading me.

Major Florence as a child.

Major Florence Shein

Hearing God’s Call 
Through The Salvation Army 
in Singapore, many people 
encouraged me to consider 
officership. I ignored them until one 
day the Lord spoke to me through 
Isaiah 6:8: 

In that moment, God’s call became 
personal, and my response was 
simply: “Here am I. Send me.”
God opened the door for me 
to enter training college in New 
Zealand under the “Forward 2000” 
session. After commissioning, I 
returned to Myanmar to serve as 
Corps Officer in my home corps. 
Returning home after many years 
away was not easy. The quiet and 
reserved girl the corps once knew 
had now become their officer. I 
often doubted myself, but God 
proved faithful.

Article

Whom shall I 
send? And who 
will go for us?”
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Major Florence at the International 
Headquarters.

Major Florence as a Home Manager.

The commissioning of Major Florence.

Together with the corps members, 
we experienced fruitful ministry and 
opened a preschool ministry that 
connected us with the surrounding 
community.
Serving Through Every Season 
Over the past 25 years, God 
has allowed me to serve in 
many ministries, including corps 
work, youth and children’s 
ministry, candidates’ work, social 
services, children’s homes, anti-
human trafficking responses, 
and appointments at territorial 
and international levels. Many 
seasons involved carrying multiple 
responsibilities, but through every 
appointment, God remained my 
source of strength and wisdom.
One significant chapter was 
pioneering the work in Taunggyi, 
Shan State, together with my 
husband. There was no Salvation 
Army presence there, and the 
community was predominantly 
Buddhist. As newly married officers, 
we trusted God completely. Over 
six years, God opened many doors. 
A corps was planted, and ministries 
for vulnerable children, including a 
student hostel and study support 
programme, were established. It 
was a joyful and fulfilling season of 
ministry.

But life is not always rosy and sweet. 
Challenging times and difficult times 
are inevitable as we live in this fallen 
world. But I have learnt to call those 
times ‘the learning times.’
Grace in Brokenness 
The breakdown of my marriage and 
eventual divorce became one of 
the greatest challenges of my life. 
In a culture where divorce carries 
shame, I questioned whether I could 
continue serving as an officer. Yet it 
was during that broken season that 
I experienced God’s grace most 
deeply.
Romans 12:12 became my anchor: 
“Be joyful in hope, patient in 
affliction, faithful in prayer.”
God taught me that brokenness 
does not disqualify us from His 
service. Instead, He can use our 
pain to deepen our compassion and 
dependence on Him. What once felt 
like failure became a testimony of 
His faithfulness and restoring grace.
Looking back, I stand amazed at 
where God has led me. From a 
shy girl from Myanmar to serving 
at International Headquarters in 
London as the first officer from 
Myanmar appointed there, His 
plans have far exceeded anything I 
imagined.

Serving at IHQ broadened my 
understanding of God’s global 
mission and taught me the 
importance of servant leadership, 
humility, and developing others.
After serving at IHQ for five years 
and three months, the time came to 
return home to SMMT Territory. I do 
not know where God will lead me 
next, but I know the One who holds 
my future.
As I reflect on this journey, I 
am reminded that God still 
calls ordinary people into His 
extraordinary mission. Whether 
in full-time ministry or daily life, 
He positions each of us to make a 
difference for His Kingdom.
My prayer is that we will respond 
willingly when God calls. The world 
still needs men and women who will 
say with faith and obedience: “Here 
am I. Send me.”

MAJOR FLORENCE SHEIN
Assistant Chief Secretary
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Eating
Sanctifying the Ordinary 

Bible Study Series 

Romans 12:1-2 (The Message) : 
So here’s what I want you to do, God helping 
you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your 
sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-
around life—and place it before God as an 
offering. Embracing what God does for you 
is the best thing you can do for Him. Don’t 
become so well-adjusted to your culture that 
you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, 
fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed 
from the inside out. Readily recognise what 
he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. 
Unlike the culture around you, always dragging 
you down to its level of immaturity, God brings 
the best out of you, develops well-formed 
maturity in you.
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We continue our series 
exploring how the ordinary rhythms 
of life can become places where 
we meet God. Scripture calls us to 
“Be holy” (Leviticus 11:44), and we 
are discovering that holiness is not 
far away or unreachable. It is found 
in the very things we do each day 
- when we offer them to God with 
intention and attention.
This month: Eating 
Eating is something we all do. It 
marks the rhythm of our days—
breakfast, lunch, dinner, and 
sometimes (too often in my case) 
something in between. It is easy 
to get into the habit of eating 
quickly or without thinking. Meals 
can become rushed, routine, or 
distracted. But, with some intention 
and without too much effort, our 
meals can become more than fuel 
for the body. They become a place 
of encounter with God.
Communion in Our Daily Life 
In Scripture, meals are important. 
Again and again, we find God 
present at the table. Jesus often 
ate with people—friends, strangers, 
even those others avoided. Meals 
became places of welcome, 
forgiveness, and transformation. 
In Luke 24:30-31, the risen Jesus is 
made known to His disciples “in the 
breaking of the bread.” A simple 
shared meal became a moment of 
revelation.
Food is one of God’s good gifts. 
From the beginning, we see God 
providing what is needed for life 
and flourishing. Each meal is, in a 
quiet way, an act of provision and 
grace. When we pause to recognise 
this, gratitude begins to grow. Our 
longstanding tradition of saying 
grace is not just a good habit - it 
reminds us that all we have comes 
from God.
Eating also reminds us of our 
dependence. We cannot sustain 
ourselves on our own strength. 
Just as our bodies need daily 
nourishment, so our souls need 

God. Jesus said: “I am the bread of 
life” (John 6:35). Physical hunger can 
point us toward a deeper spiritual 
hunger—a longing for Christ 
Himself.
A Sign of Togetherness 
There is something deeply human 
about sharing food. Around a 
table, barriers can come down. 
Conversations open. Relationships 
grow. This was how the early church 
grew. In Acts 2:46 we read that the 
early believers 

A Prayer

Giver of daily bread,
Bless the food before us
And the hands that prepared it.
In each simple meal,
Make us aware of Your goodness.
Slow our hurried hearts,
Open our eyes to Your provision,
And draw us closer to You
Through these ordinary moments.
Sanctify our eating,
That in being nourished,
We may remember the One
Who is our true bread of life.
Amen.

Their shared meals were the actual 
expression of their faith.
Even eating alone can be a sacred 
moment. A quiet meal is a time to 
pause, to breathe, to give thanks, 
and to become aware of God’s 
presence. Instead of rushing, 
we can slow down. We can pay 
attention—to the taste, the texture, 
the provision, and the Giver behind 
it all.
To sanctify eating is not to make it 
complicated. It is simply to bring 
awareness and gratitude into 
something we already do. It is to see 
each meal as a gift, each table as a 
place of meeting, and each bite as a 
reminder of God’s care.
Practice 
Here’s something to try this 
month: 
Before you eat, pause for a moment. 
Give thanks - not just in words, but 
in awareness. If you are with others, 
notice the gift of their presence. If 
you are alone, invite God to sit with 
you. Eat slowly, and pay attention. 
Let your meal become a quiet act of 
worship.

broke bread in their 
homes and ate 
together with glad 
and sincere hearts.”

As a child, Colonel Richard was 
introduced to The Salvation 
Army by his grandparents.  
He married Ann in 1986, and 
they have had two (officer) 
children and one grandchild. 
After training as a Cadet 
in the Heralds of Jesus 
session, Colonel Richard was 
commissioned as an officer in 
1993. He has since served in the 
United Kingdom with Ireland, 
Eastern Europe, and SMMT 
territories. To maintain balance 
in his life, Colonel Richard 
enjoys cycling, photography, 
and visiting coffee shops.       
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For many Salvationists, we 
are very familiar with the word 
“service”. Our uniform jackets even 
remind us of this with the two “S” 
on our lapels – ‘saved’ to ‘serve’.
In the very beginning, William Booth 
was very strong in saying that our 
members need to be engaged in 
serving others. Our faith is not just 
for our own benefit; it must impact 
others.
Richard Foster, in his book 
‘Celebration of Discipline’, teaches 
that true service arises from inward 
transformation, not human effort. 
Foster contrasts self-righteous 
service, which seeks recognition 
and control, with genuine service 
founded on humility and love. 
True service is often unseen, 
freeing believers from pride 
and the desire for applause. It 
includes small, everyday acts of 
kindness and faithfulness, not just 
dramatic ministry. As we serve 
others selflessly, we overcome self-
centeredness, grow in compassion, 
and become more like Christ, 
experiencing spiritual freedom and 
deeper joy through obedient love.

Serving as Christ Served 
Many of us can identify people in 
our lives who take great pleasure in 
serving others.
I have grown to understand this 
about Major Tan Guat Hai. In 
conversation I asked Major Tan what 
service meant to him. His reply was 
quick and to the point: 

Do I serve selectively or freely?
What can I, and what does God 
want, from my offering today?
How is service shaping my humility 
and Christlikeness?
Concluding Prayer: 
Gracious Heavenly Father,
Thank You for serving us through 
the humble love of Jesus. Shape our 
hearts to reflect His servant spirit. 
Free us from pride, from the desire 
for recognition, and from serving 
only when it is convenient. Teach us 
to embrace hidden acts of kindness 
with joy and obedience.
Open our eyes to the needs around 
us. Give us willing hands, gentle 
words, and compassionate hearts. 
Let our service flow from love, not 
obligation. As we serve others, form 
Christlike humility within us and 
draw us closer to You.
May our lives quietly reflect Your 
grace and humility each day.
In Christ’s name, we ask and pray
Amen

God calls us to 
partner with Him 
in serving others”

Thoughts from the Heart
Spiritual Discipline of Service

Colonel Ann Borrett in conversation with Major Tan Guat Hai —

Spiritual Disciplines Series

COLONEL ANN BORRETT
Territorial President of Women’s Ministries

The slogan “Heart to God and Hand 
to Man” is very significant for Major 
Tan. It sums up what The Salvation 
Army is all about. He calls this “our 
specialty”.
May we be worthy servants of Jesus 
Christ in our everyday living as well 
as on a Sunday! Major Tan offers us 
the following for further reflection:-
Scripture:     
Philippians 2:5–8
Questions to ponder:  
Does Christ seek applause or 
obedience? What about yourself?
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Singapore, Malaysia, Myanmar
and Thailand Territory

The Salvation Army
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Singapore, Malaysia, Myanmar
and Thailand Territory

The Salvation Army

Count me in!
Explore Officership today!
Speak to your Corps Officer.

Territorial Candidates Department
Email:
Candidates@SMMT.salvationarmy.org

Then I heard the voice of 
the Lord saying,

“Whom shall I send?
And who will go for us?”

And I said:
“Here am I. Send me!”

— Isaiah 6:8


